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0. K. BHODE8, Esq., I.OA, 

SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM, 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT, 

To 

THE SEOEETAET TO THE 60VEENMENT OE INDIA, EINANOE 

DEPAETMENT (OENTEAIi EEVENUES)* 

JDated, ShiUof^ the 2nd S^fember 1920. 

SlE, 

I AM directed to submit for the informaiioiL of the Goremmeiit of India,' 
a copy of the Eeport on the administration *of the Stamp Department in A sBam 
for the three years ending the 81st March 1929. 

I have the honour to be, 

SlE, 

Tour most obedient servant, 

O. K. EHODES, 

l$eeretary to the Government of Aeeam, JE^incme J>epmPtment. 




REPORT 


OK THE 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE STAMP DEPARTMENT 


IK 


ASSAM 

THE 


triennium ending the 31st March 1929. 


"No, XB.-15/34S*S., dated Shillong, the I6lih Angast 1929. 
Prom — W, 3j. Scott, Eeq., o.i.b., i.o.s.. Superintendent of Stamps, Assam, 
To — ^The Financial Secretary to the Government of Assam. 


I HAVE the honour to submit for the information of the Local Government, a 
report ou the administration of the Stamp Department in Assam for the triennium 
ending the 31st March 1929, together with the prescribed Statements I to VII. 

2. I held charge of the Department throughout the period. 


3. The Assam Court-fees and Stamp Amendment Acts which were re-enacted for 
_ , . . . , , three years with effect from the 1st May 1925, lapsed from 

^^Important changes .in law and ^ 

the dep6t for the distribution of stamps and plain paper 
maintained in Calcutta was abolished, owing to the arrangements made by the Gov- 
ernment of India for the printing of stamps, etc., at the Security Printing Press, Nasik 
Pioad. A Central Stamp Storo is now maintained at the Security Printing Press and 
all supplies for this province are obtained from there. Presh rules have been pre- 
scribed for the submission of indents, which gave a certain amount of trouble until 
treasuries fell into the new routine. Another result of the changed conditions was 
that plain paper supplied for use with court-fee stamps was no longer supplied from a 
Central Dep6t hut direct from the Mills ; to receive this, two depdts were established 
in this province, at the Sylhet and Qauhati treasuries, from which the paper is now 
distributed to other treasuries and sub-treasuries of the province- With effect from 
the 1st April 1929, this plain paper wiU no longer be accounted for as stamps but as 
stationery. 


4. The gross recmpts from all classes of stamps during the triennium rose from 
™ B>s. 61,01,196 to Bs. 67,30,676 or by 10'86 per cent. ; and 

Hwnoia resti s. revenue during the same period amounted to 

Bs. 64,61,661 against Bs« 69,19,968 or an increase of 8*98 per cent. It, however, 
, h^pe^ that the withdrawal of the Amendment Acts has greatly affeoted the receipts 
mthin the last eight^^ months. 
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6. Statement I appended to this report shows both the receipts and charges under 

the Stamp Act and the Oourt-fees Act during the trien- 

Alstrabt of receipts and charges. review. 


Year. 

General stamps. 

Court-fee stamps. 

Beceipts. 

Charges. 

Beceipts. 

Charges. 

1 


8 

_ -4. 

6 




Bs. 

E«s. 

Ks. 

Bs. 

1926-Si7 

• a •- 

e tt • 

8,18,647 - 

45,531 

14,82,838 

23,227 

1937.28 

... 

4.. 

7,60,692 

47,069 

16,31,321 

21,694 

3 928-39 

... 

... 

6,17,280 

58,144 

15,26,452 

45,436 


It will be seen from the statement detailed above that the receipts under the 
Stamp Act show a steady decrease. The decrease in 1928-29 is of course due to the 
discontinuance of the Stamp Amendment' Act^that in 1927-28 was due to a heavy 
windfall in 1926*27. The charges include the cost of stamps supplied to the several 
treasuries in this province in addition to the “ discount ” paid to vendors for sale of 
stamps. 

6. Statement TX'— The sy.e-proceeds’froni^oourt-feeetamps =(exbluding stamps for 

..... copies) amounted to £<s. 42,13,648 against Bs. 38,95,252 

u itia Bmps. tl^ preceding^ triennium. The Surma Yalley and 

Hill Division has contributed to the Renter part of the increase. The lai^e number 
of tenders submitted for the settlement of excise ^pps in the Assam Yalley, u also a 
contributory factof to the increase.; . . : . , . , _ 

Beceipts from the sale of stamps for copies rose from Bs. 1,93,6S8 in the previous 
period to Bs. 2i3&,899 dttting the ‘tfrienhihl; period -linder^rCppri;' shdmng=ah increase 
of Bs. 43,261. The increase in the sale of stamps for copies - is due to .the raising of 
the rates in the year 1927-28. 

Bedeipts from the sale of r^lairt -paper' amounted to Be SSjCSS- as against Rs. J74,995 
in the last trietihium. The increase is apparently ' due to anrihcEease in ‘litigation. 

7. ' Statement ‘ /Jf2i-^The gross receipts deriyed'from this class of stamps increased 

. from Bs. 19,37,310 to Bs. 21,91,469 during the period un- 

Non-Judioml Stamps. . ^ ^ jg.jg per cent. 

The following' table shows the variations inr receipts during the past six years -r— 

S.eceipts^. 


Year. 


Increase or decrease 
per cent. 



Bs. 



1923-24 

6,71,490 


-i-9'25 

1924-25 

6,29,145 


■ -j- 10K)8 

1925-26 

7,36,675 


: , -f 17-09 ■ 

1926-27 

8,13,647 


■. + 10-45 

1927-28 

7,60,892: - 


.^0-52-- r 

■1928-!28 

7,230--. - -- 




8. (a) Impressed /S'toatpa.rr-Sale-proceeds from these stamps .amounted to 
20i01,474 dtmhg the triminium cmder, iey wfw ha agaihsfc JliSi 
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10. (c) Impressed Stamps as defined in section 2 (13) of the Stamp 
receipts under this head during the period under review was B-s. 1,07,021 as compared 
with Bs. 72,476 in the preceding triennium, hut the increase is entirely due to a 
single exceptional receipt of Bs. 88,000 in 1926-27. 

Since the repeal of Act XIII of 1859 the stamping of labour agreements in 
Tea gardens has almost ceased, and receipts from these stamps have f^unk to very 
small dimensions. 

11. (d) Foreign Sill Stamps , — There was a receipt of Es. 6 under this head 
in 1927-28. 

12. (e) Stamps for Legal Practitioners' Licenses . — The revenue derived from 
this source rose from Bs. 39,496 to Bs. 41,455 during the triennium under review. 

13. (/) Share transfer Stamps , — The receipts under this head decreased from 
Bs. 893 to Bs. 691. 


14. (g) Notarial Stamps . — The sale-proceeds from this source showed a decrease 
of Bs. 679. 

■ 16. (A) Forms for Cheques or Receipts . — ^The revenue on this account decreased 
from Bs. 3,220 to Bs. 1,692 during the triennium. The decrease is due to the 
abolition of the stamp duty on cheques from the 1st July 1927. 

16. Statement ly . — There was a rise in the number of vendors from 1,177 to 
Arrangement for the eaJe of 1 *?®^ during the period under ^report. The discount 
stamps. allowed to vendors during the same penod increased by 

Bs. 16,142. 


17. Statement F.- 


■The total number of cases dealt with by the civil cpurts 
rose from 1,79>5 to 2,371 during the triennium under report 
with an increase of Bs. 6,021 in the amounts realised 
as duty and penalty. The cases decided by the Revenue 
Officers numbered 1,746 against 2,181 in the preceding triennium and the duty and 
penalty realised decreased from Bs. 16,953 to Bs. 16,231. 


Punitive action of the courts of 
Bevenue OiHcers. 


18. Statement VI . — The number of stamp prosecutions instituted was 119 and 
a. of persons prosecuted 144 as against 20 cases and 18 

Stamp prosecutions and results. ^ • -jmi j. j* 

persons during the previous period. The amount of fine 
imposed rose from Bs. 160 to Rs. 1,047 and the number of persons convicted was 126 
against 18. No reward was disbursed during the triennium under report. 


In the Assam Valley Division alone 116 prosecutions were instituted for offences 
under the Stamp laws resultiug in the conviction of 123 persons. These oases were 
practically all in Goalpara in 1926-27 and 1927-28. 


19. Statement FlI . — There were 42 applications for probate and letters of 

administration against 23 in the preceding period and the 
number of enquiries made to test the valuation fell from 
211 to 153. The total amount of deficit duty realised 
in consequence of the enquiries made rose from Bs. 629 
to Rs. 1,778 during the triennium under report. The 
proportion borne by the deficit duty realised to the amount originally paid was 25*02 
per cent, against 1*69 per cent, in the previous period. 


Besult of action of Collectors in 
testing valuation of estates in 
respect of which applications for 
probate or letters of administration 
were made. 


20. Fraudulent absiraction of court-fee labels from records and defalcation of 
Stamps . — A case of fraud of court-fee stamps amounting to Rs. 6,067 alleged to Ite 
due to the late Treasurer of Jorhat treasury was brought to light during the 
triennium under report and an explanation from the Treasury Officer is reported to 
have been called for by the Divisional Commissioner. 


The laws and rules appear to have been 
the contrary has been 
missioners. 
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Observation of Stamp law. 


generally observed as nothing to 
reported by the Divisional Uom- 


Tour obedient servant. 


W. L. SCOTT, 

Swpwiaiendmt of Stanios,' Ajssam. 




STATE MEMT t, 


AhftTact of Seeeijits and Charges f’or the yoar ending the Slst March 1929. 


j 

Beceipts. 

Charges. 

Net rcicdipts 

Discount 
and establish- 
ment for 
sale of 
stamps. 

Refunds. 

Cost of 
stamps 
supplied j 
from Central 
Stamp Store. 

* 

Cost of 
general 
supervi- 
sion. 

other 

charges. 

Total. 

‘ J 

a j 

3 

4 

S 

6 

7 

“ 1 

9 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

R^. 

Rs, 

m 

Rs. 

Under the Stamp Act 

6,17,230 

30,784 

8,199 

16,768 

... 

2,403 


6,69,086 

Under the Court-fees Act ... 

15,25,452* 

14,645 

7.106 

21,691 


2,093 

B 

14,80,017 

Grand Total 

91.42.6S2t 

45,429 

15.305 

38,349 

... 

4,496 

1 

1,03,679 

20,39.103 

Total for 1927-28 

23,91,913 

62,081 

14,904 

37,824 

... 

1,688 

1,06,687 

21,86,326 

Total for 1926-27 ... 

22,95,980 

60,021 

17,028 

1 

t 

... 

1.709 




* Inolade« Ss. ld,93S on aocount of probates, letters of Administration and suc^sessicn cerfcidoates. 
f Exolnsivo of the annual assignment of Bs. 29.000 on account of unified one>anna and half-anna stamps* 
t Figures not arailable* 


STATEMENT It. 


Showing details of the Receipts on aecotmt of Judicial stamps for the gear ending the ^xst March 1929. 


* Districts. 

Sale of court- 
fee stamps. 

Sale of 
stamps 
for copies. 

Sale of plain 
paper used with 
court-fee 
labels. 

Miscellaneous 

receipts. 

Total. 

I 

a 

3 

4 

5 

6 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Hs. 

Rs. 

Surma T' alley and Mill jDt vision. 






Cachar 

93,188 

6,691 

2,077 

• • a 

1,01,956 

Sylhet 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills 

7,25,837 

48,130 

18,164 


7,91,831 

16,868 

1,698 

76 

... 

18,641 

Naga Hills 

2,703 * 

43 

14 

... 

2;760 

Lushai Hills 

838 

9 

4 

... 

861 

Total 

8,39,134 

56,471 

20,334 

... 

9,15,939 

Assam Valley Division, 






Goalpara 

1,11,564 

1,34,821 

5,437 

2,268 


1,19,259 

Kamrup 

9,445 

2,932 

... 

1,47,198 

Darrang 

61,502 

3,562 

1,050 

... 

56,114 

Nowgong 

61,694 

2,490 

1,690 

• • • 

65,774 

Sibsagar 

1 1,14,855 

6,117 

2,310 

... 

1,22,782 

Lakhimpur 

80,560 

3,304 

1,601 


85,355 

Garo Hills 

4,622 

562 

67 

... 

6,261 

Tofal .*• 

5,59,108 

30,917 

BBQig 

... 

6,01,783 

Manipur 

7,641 

139 

BmS 


7,780 

Grand Total 

14,05,883 

87,527 

32,042 

• • « 

16,26,462 

Tot^ for 19^7-a8 

14,26,075 

76,607 

28,178 1 

461 

15,31,321 

Total for 

18,81,690 

72,766 


40 

14,82,338 
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STATEMENT III, 


^hoioing detaih ofBeee4pU m accomf of siamps/or the gear ending the ^uf March 1929. 


Distriots. 

Impressed stamps. 

1 

1 

‘S 

& . . 
n 

% 

J , 

0 

1 

1 ' ■ 

o 

3 

.S 

fl 5 
.11 

■ 

S's 

ISS 

es 

B* m. 

Els' 

Foreign Bill rtamps. 

n 

0 

1 
i 

Ji 

E 

CO 

ti 

■■ ■ 

1' 

•J 

1 

•rt 

bo 

■■ 

11 

Notorial stamps. 

11 

|l 

IJ;r 

feists 

jtll 

Forms for cHeques oi/ receipts. 

cn 

t 1 

"1 

-1 

S' 

Total. 

1 

a 

3 

4 

5 

6 : 

9 

8 

■ ■ 

9 


11 

. " 13 * 

>3 

Surma Talley and Sill 
Division, 

Cachar ... 

Sylhet ... ••• 

Khasiand Jaintia Hills... 
Naga Hills 

Lushai Hills 

Total ... i 

Assam Valley Division, 

Goalpara 

Xamrup ••• 

Darrang ... 

Nowgotig 

Sibsagar 

Lakbimpur ... ••• 

Garo Hills 

Total 

Manipur... 

Grand Total t.. 

Total for..l927-28 ... 

Total for 1926-27 

Rs. 

51,669 

2,96,354 

7,484. 

463 

337 

Rs. 

• •• 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

6 

158 

Rs. 

1,110 

4,414 

Rs. 

.66. 

53 

Rs. 

• •• 

Rs. 

Rs. 

868 

4,585 

mmm 

Rs. 

68,709 

3,04,664 

8,925 

463 

38? 

3,66,297 


1,441 I 

... 

• • 4 

164 

5,624 

119 



6,463 

3,67,998 

44,893 

63,121 

17,166 

49,678 

34,365 

18,998 

2,712 

— ^ 1 

227 

310 

747 

69 

... 

• •• 

• • *• 

• •• 

18 

*86 

1,150 
2,390 
495 
350 
. .488 
260 

135 

see 

... 

712 

1,816 

662 

1,863 

2,894 

1,051 

6 

46,765 

69.637 

.18,241 

61,881 

38,494 

20,811 

2,717 

2,32,928 

297 

1,126 

... 


104 

6,123 

135 

tt4 


8,893 

2,48,536 

696 

... 

... 

... 

... 

- 


- 

... 

... 

... 

696 

6,88,921 

227 

2,567 


29,000(« 

k) 268 

10,647 

264 

... 

... 

14,346 

6;17,280 

7,24,647 


6,96{ 

r ' 6 

”29,00O(< 

t) -91* 

1 16,940 

170 


440 

12,111 

7,60,692 

, 6,87,906 

r 

r 97,48 

9 

” 29,000(i 


) 14,868 

866 

... 

” 1,252 

1 11,648 

8,13,647 


(o) Share of uni6ed stamp revenue iu Assam. 
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STATEMENT V, 


Insuffid^nll^ stamped or unstamped instruments on which duty and penalty were levied by Civil 
Courts and Collectors during the year eliding the 81^^ Mareh ^Q 2 g» 


Districts. 


By courts or persons receiv- 
ing evidence under section 
35 of Act II of 1899 . 


Number of 
cases dealt 
with. 

Duty and 
penalty 
realised* 

I 


2 

3 

Surma Valley and Hill Division. 

Cachar 


48 

Rs, 

679 

Sylhet ... ... 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... ... 


116 

1,284 


1 

166 

Naga Hills 


* « • 


Lushai Hills ... 

... 

• e « 

••• 

Total 

... 

165 

2,079 

Assam Valley Division. 

Goalpara ... ... 


65 

624 

Kamrup ... 

... 

161 

1,156 

Darrang ... 

... 

57 

874 

Nowgong ... .r, ... 

... 

182 

1,125 

Sibsagar 

. . . 

293 

2,698 

Lakhimpur ... ... 

... 

79 

860 

Garo Hills . •«. 


1 

6 

Total ; 

••• 

778 

.6,736 

Manipur ... ••• ’ 


... 


Grand Total 

••• 

943 


Totalfor 19a7-28 

• % # 

813 

6,872 

Total for 1926-27 

• •• 

616 

5,801 


By Collectors under 
sections 32, 37, 40 and 
41 of Act 11 of 1899, 


Number of Duty and 
cases dealt penalty 

with. — 
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STATEMENT VI. 

Stamp ^Toseeutions an^ reBulU during tie year enMng the^ ^lat March ig2g* 



:Nuniber ;... 

qX CW5. 

ip^tituted. Booisght 
; to triaL 


Number of persons— 

Acquitted. 


. Amount Amount 
of of rewards Bemarks. 

. imposed, disbursed. 


Purmd Sill 

Vjfviiio^ 

Cachar, ««« 

Sylhet^ 

Kiiasi and jaiiitia" Hills ... 
Naga Hifis 
%ushai^Hjlls..; 


'Assam Valley^ Division* 

jGoalpara' ... 

Kam^p ••• t*« 

Darrang 
Nowgoog. .,j 
Sibsagar «• 

«... 

jGaro Hills 



•Manipur 


GrandTotal 
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STATEMENT VII 


Uomna the m-ali of aetim Uhe% iy Colleetors to test the vahation of es foies for whkh appliecOions 
Jor prolates and letters of adniinutraf ion were jput in during the 7/ear euthug the Mareh 1929. 


0 

p 

Districts. tl 

n 

Number 
f inquiries 
ending at 
le begin- 1 
ing of the 
year. 

Number of 0 
cases reported ir 
:o the Collector n 
section 19 -H of 
the Court-fees 
Act). 

tl 

utnberj 
: cases; 

whichjC 
iquiries - 1 
ere in- 
tituted 
during t 
^eyear. 

Number 
)f inqui 
iea com- 
pleted :< 
during | 
he year.' 

i 

» 

Vmount of court- 
fees due or ori- 
ginally realised 
the valuations 
>f the application! 

in cases dis- 
posed of during 
the year. 

Amount of 
deficit court- 
fees required. 

Penalty. 

1 

. .g.„ 

i 2 

I 

2 

\ 

( 

3 ! 

1 

n 

i 

5 j 

i 

6 

... 

7 

8 

.9 

Snrma Valley and 

1 

i 

{ 


; 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 


Bill Bivisioi. 

1 

1 


i 





Cachar 

1 1 

••• ' 


1 

• • . 




Sylhet 

4 

17 1 

17 

17 

1,268 

699 


;■ 

Khasi and Jaintia 


...r ; 


• • • 

... 




Hills. 









Naga Hills 



... 

. . . 



■ - 



Lushai Hills 

... 


... 

— 

... 

... 

... 


Total ’ 

1 

5 

17 

1 ! 

17 

18 

1,268 i 

1 . 699 

■■■ 


Jssa?)i Talley 


[ 


1 1 





Division. 




1 ! 





Goal para 

*.« 

2 

2 

i 2 

1,837 

♦ • • 



Kamrup 

•• • 

5 

28 

• • • * 

28 

82 

««« 


Darrang 

. . . 

... 

... 

1 - 

♦ •• 


.... ,,, . 

. 1 , . ■ ' 

Nowgong 

•«« 

2 

2 

! 2 


• 1 

’ «•« 


Sibsagar 

i 

j 

8 

s 

7 



'■* «•« 


Lakhimpur 

1 

2 

2 

2 



. • « • 

• 

Garo Hills 

... 

1 

1 

1 


• •• 




Total •«. 

... 

20 

43 

j 14 

1,865 

1 82 

... 


Manipur 

... 

i 

i 

... 

i "• 

... 1 ... 



Grand Total 

5 

37 

60 

1 S2 

J 

3,133 

731 

• •• - 


Total for 1927-28 

21 

56 

61 

73 

1,463 

222 


V— ' 

Total for 1926-27 

16 

60 

65 

55 

2,.521 

825 

••• 
















